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SEMESTER I
MI- iI: Society in India
Course outcome

Itis presumed that the student has some familiarity with Indian society by virtue of the fact that he is a
member of it and that he has observed and experienced some facets of it. However, this familiarity is
likely to be superficial, selective and rather fragmentary. The course is aimed at rectifying these
limitations by presenting a comprehensive, integrated and empirically-based profile of Indian society.
The continuity between the present and the past is an evident feature of Indian society. Though this
continuity is reflected in the structure of the course, the focus is on the contemporary Indian society. It
is hoped that the sociological perspective on Indian society presented in this course will also enable
students to gain a better understanding of their own situation and region.

Unit I: Basic Features of Traditional Indian Social System; The Textual and the Field Views of Indian
Society; Interface between the Past and the Present.

Unit Il: Demographic Profile of India: Characteristics of Indian Population in terms of Growth, Age, Sex,
Religion, Language, Occupation and Scheduled Castes & Scheduled Tribes.

Unit lIl: Marriage in India: Tribal, Hindu, Muslim, Christian and Trends of Change. Family in India:
Household, Joint Family, Nuclear family and Trends of Change.

Unit IV: Kinship in India: Patriarchy, Matriarchy, Lineage & Descent and Types of Kinship Systems in
India.

Unit V:Caste System in india: Perspectives (GS Ghurye, MN Srinivas, Louis Dumont), Features, Aspects
and Dimensions of Change;

Prescribed Readings:

Chauhan, B. R. 2002, India: A Socio-Economic Profile: New Delhi: Sterling.

Dube,S.C. 1995. Indian Society, New Delhi: National Book Trust.

Gupta, Dipankar. 2000. Interrogating Caste: Understanding hierarchy & difference in Indian Society,
Delhi: Penguin. 4

Karve, Irawati. 1961. Hindu Society: An Interpretation, Poona: Deccan College.

Lannoy R. 1971. The Speaking Tree: A Study of Indian Society and Culture, Delhi: OUP.
Mandelbaum, D.G. 1970. Society in India, Bombay: Popular Prakashan.



